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plainly marked or painted on top of at 
least 2 thwarts in letters and numbers 
not less than 3 inches high. 

(d) Each oar must be conspicuously 
marked with the vessel’s name. 

(e) Where mechanical disengaging ap-
paratus is used, the control effecting 
the release of the lifeboat must be 
painted bright red and must have 
thereon in raised letters either the 
words—‘‘DANGER-LEVER DROPS 
BOAT’’, or the words—‘‘DANGER- 
LEVER RELEASES HOOKS’’. 

(f) The top of thwarts, side benches 
and footings of lifeboats must be paint-
ed or otherwise colored international 
orange. The area in way of the red me-
chanical disengaging gear control 
lever, from the keel to the side bench, 
must be painted or otherwise colored 
white, to provide a contrasting back-
ground for the lever. This band of 
white should be approximately 12 
inches wide depending on the internal 
arrangements of the lifeboat. 

§ 169.740 Liferafts and lifefloats. 
(a) Rigid type liferafts and lifefloats, 

together with their oars and paddles, 
must be conspicuously marked with 
the vessel’s name and port of the vessel 
as marked on its stern as required by 
§ 67.15 of this chapter. 

(b) The number of persons allowed on 
each rigid type liferaft and lifefloat 
must be conspicuously marked or 
painted thereon in letters and numbers 
at least 11⁄2 inches high. 

(c) There must be stenciled in a con-
spicuous place in the immediate vicin-
ity of each inflatable liferaft the fol-
lowing: 

INFLATABLE LIFERAFT NOlll 

llllPERSONS CAPACITY 

These markings must not be placed 
on the inflatable liferaft containers. 

§ 169.741 Personal flotation devices 
and ring life buoys. 

Each personal flotation device and 
ring life buoy must be marked with the 
vessel’s name. 

§ 169.743 Portable magazine chests. 
Portable magazine chests must be 

marked in letters at least 3 inches 
high: ‘‘PORTABLE MAGAZINE 

CHEST—FLAMMABLE—KEEP 
LIGHTS AND FIRE AWAY.’’ 

§ 169.744 Emergency position indi-
cating radio beacon (EPIRB). 

Each EPIRB must be marked with 
the vessel’s name. 

§ 169.745 Escape hatches and emer-
gency exits. 

Each escape hatch and other emer-
gency exit must be marked on both 
sides using at least 1-inch letters: 
‘‘EMERGENCY EXIT, KEEP CLEAR’’, 
unless the markings are deemed unnec-
essary by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection. 

§ 169.746 Fuel shutoff valves. 

Each remote fuel shutoff station 
must be marked in at least 1-inch let-
ters indicating purpose of the valves 
and direction of operation. 

§ 169.747 Watertight doors and hatch-
es. 

Each watertight door and watertight 
hatch must be marked on both sides in 
at least 1-inch letters: ‘‘WATERTIGHT 
DOOR—CLOSE IN EMERGENCY’’ or 
‘‘WATERTIGHT HATCH—CLOSE IN 
EMERGENCY’’, unless the markings 
are deemed unnecessary by the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

§ 169.750 Radio call sign. 

Each vessel certificated for exposed 
or partially protected water service 
must have its radio call sign perma-
nently displayed or readily available 
for display upon its deck or cabin top 
in letters at least 18 inches high. 

§ 169.755 Draft marks and draft indi-
cating systems. 

(a) All vessels must have draft marks 
plainly and legibly visible upon the 
stem and upon the sternpost or 
rudderpost or at any place at the stern 
of the vessel as may be necessary for 
easy observance. The bottom of each 
mark must indicate the draft. 

(b) The draft must be taken from the 
bottom of the keel to the surface of the 
water at the location of the marks. 

(c) In cases where the keel does not 
extend forward or aft to the location of 
the draft marks, due to a raked stem or 
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